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PRESSED FLOWERS ARE MORE THAN MEMENTOS
By Maribeth Dwyer
UM Publications and Media Relations
MISSOULA—
If you think the only place you'll find pressed flowers nowadays is between the
gilt-edged leaves of your grandmother's copy of "Sonnets to the Portuguese," you don't
know about the University of Montana Herbarium.
A herbarium is a collection of dried plant specimens mounted and systematically
arranged for ready reference.

The one in the UM botany department contains over

100,000 specimens, some dating from the last century.

It specializes in Montana plants

but includes specimens from all over the United States and from some foreign countries.
Each plant in the collection is pressed and mounted on a herbarium sheet with a
label that gives pertinent information about the plant, such as when and where it was
found and when it flowered.

These sheets are stored in sealed, metal cabinets to pro

tect them from insects and other sources of potential damage.
Dr. Sherman Preece, chairman of the UM botany department and curator of the
herbarium, says the UM exchanges specimens with the New York Botanical Garden, the
University of Washington and other institutions.

The University also participates

in a program that provides for lending and borrowing specimens.
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Currently Preece is directing a project that will result in the incorporation of
data from the UM Herbarium into the PIN Data Bank at Fort Collins, Colo.
PIN, an acronym for Plant Information Network, is a computerized information
storage and retrieval system maintained by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Its

purpose is to make data about the plant component of western ecosystems available for
habitat studies of game animals and other uses.

The bank stores information about

plants in Colorado, Montana, Wyoming and North Dakota.
The job entails transferring information from herbarium sheets to data sheets.
One data sheet is used for each native or naturalized species in the herbarium.

A

research assistant, June Freedman, is preparing the data sheets, which will be checked
for accuracy by Preece and forwarded to PIN this spring.
The UM work for PIN is done under contract with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife
Service.
PIN data can be used by persons and agencies involved in land management and pro
tection of ecosystems for such purposes as assessment of environmental impacts, protection
of endangered species and rehabilitation of severely disturbed lands.

For example, in

the last case, the data could help in determining which plants are best adapted for
revegetation of a disturbed site.
Plainly, pressed flowers can be more than mementos of a sentimental time long gone;
they can play a part in practical 20th-century activities such as wildlife management
and reclamation of strip-mined land.

###

